
Fireside Chat Interview



Jeanette Rodrigues
South Asia Managing Editor

Bloomberg

Rana Ayyub
Writer

The Washington Post



SOPA
Lifetime Achievement Award

Recipient 2021



SOPA
Lifetime Achievement Award

Recipient 2021

CommonWealth Magazine Group

Diane Ying 殷允芃
Founder, Chairman and Editor-in-Chief



Excellence in 
Information Graphics
卓越数据图像奖

Honoring entries that demonstrate high standards in 
presenting information in graphical form.



Stand News
立場新聞READr

Stand News
立場新聞

Excellence in Information Graphics Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Information Graphics

Title of Entry:
Statistics on cases in Anti-Extradition Law 
Amendment Bill Movement
反送中案件統計系列

Journalists:
Rebecca Lai, Kathy Leung
黎嘉琪、梁敏琪

Chinese

Honorable Mention
Stand News
立場新聞



Stand News
立場新聞READr

Stand News
立場新聞

Excellence in Information Graphics Chinese

Award for Excellence Honorable Mention



Excellence in Information Graphics Chinese

Title of Entry:
COVID-19 Disinformation War：
5000 Fact-checking Reports Analysis
五千篇事實查核報告分析：武漢肺炎假訊息
戰役

Journalists:
Lee Yu Ju, Chen Yi Chian, Hsiung Kai Wen, 
Chen Wen Yen, Chien Hsin Chan, Meg Wu, Yu-Chung 
Cheng’s team at National Chengchi University
李又如、陳怡蒨、熊凱文、陳玟諺、簡信昌、
吳冠賢、政治大學鄭宇君研究團隊

Judges’ Comments:
Nice presentation to analyze a large dataset of 
misinformation about Covid-19 with the support of 
National Chengchi University's academic input.

Award for Excellence
READr



Excellence in Information Graphics

South China Morning PostReuters Reuters

Global/Regional

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Information Graphics

Title of Entry:
Coronavirus: the disease Covid-19 explained

Journalists:
Darren Long, Adolfo Arranz, Marcelo Duhalde,
Pablo Robles, Dennis Wong, Han Hang, 
Yaser Ibrahim

Honorable Mention
South China Morning Post

Global/Regional



Excellence in Information Graphics

South China Morning PostReuters Reuters

Global/Regional

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



Excellence in Information Graphics

Title of Entry:
Visualising the coronavirus pandemic

Journalists:
Manas Sharma, Marco Hernandez, Simon Scarr, 
Jane Wardell

Judges’ Comments:
Clean data visualisations that tell different aspects 
of the pandemic story. Strong presentations that 
drill home specific scientific points of interest that 
have both local and universal interest.

Award for Excellence
Reuters

Global/Regional



Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News

卓越突发新闻奖

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
reporting a breaking news event under deadline pressure.



The Reporter
報導者

Business Today
今周刊

Business Weekly
商業周刊

Excellence in Reporting Breaking News Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News

Title of Entry:
COVID-19：Virus, Humanity, New World
世紀之疫：病毒、人性、新世界

Journalists:
Hui-Chun Yang, Hui-Chun Yang, Tze-Wu Chang, 
Fu-Nien Tsao, Hui-Chen Lin, Hao-Hsiang Ko, 
Chieh Chen, Yu-Yo Lin, Wen-Ting Yen, Chih-Wei Yu, 
Wei-Ming Su, Yu-Chien Hsu, Shih-Yun Chang, 
Chin-Hsuan Hun, Szu-Hua Chen
監製：楊惠君
記者：楊惠君、張子午、曹馥年、林慧貞、

柯皓翔
共同採訪：陳潔、林雨佑、嚴文廷
攝影：余志偉、蘇威銘、許𦱀倩
編輯：張詩芸、洪琴宣、陳思樺

Chinese

Honorable Mention
The Reporter
報導者



The Reporter
報導者

Business Today
今周刊

Business Weekly
商業周刊

Excellence in Reporting Breaking News Chinese

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News Chinese

Title of Entry:
Frozen China
冰封中國關鍵報告

Journalists: 
製作人 : 田習如
文 : 馬自明、黃靖萱、林洧楨、管婺媛、楊少強、

李玟儀
研究員 : 李大任
攝影 : 程思迪
編輯 : 潘思辰、周盼儀
設計 : 李佳靜

Judges’ Comments:
This story showed a tremendous reporting effort 
under an uncertain and fast-developing situation. It 
picked a sharp angle and really drilled down deep 
into it from various perspectives, showing the huge 
impact the virus and the shutdown of China had in 
the supply and how it affected Taiwanese business.

Award for Excellence
Business Weekly
商業周刊



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News

The Wall Street JournalFinancial Times The New York Times

Global/Regional

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News

Title of Entry:
Inside Wuhan

Journalists:
Chris Buckley, Amy Qin, Sui-Lee Wee

Honorable Mention
The New York Times

Global/Regional



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News

The Wall Street JournalFinancial Times The New York Times

Global/Regional

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence



Excellence in Reporting Breaking News

Title of Entry:
Rushing Into Wuhan

Journalists:
Chao Deng, Stu Woo, Kersten Zhang, Wenxin Fan, 
James T. Areddy

Judges’ Comments:
The early reports that Covid cases in Wuhan were 
being undercounted and misdiagnosed and that 
hospitals were overwhelmed was a comprehensive 
work of on-the-ground reporting that countered the 
official narrative coming out of the city. Throughout, 
the entry captures a sense of confusion and 
foreboding in China. Given what has transpired 
globally, that feeling of rising peril was well 
warranted.

Award for Excellence
The Wall Street Journal

Global/Regional



Excellence in 
Opinion Writing
卓越评论奖

Honoring the opinion piece(s) or editorial(s) that best serve(s) 
to advance discussion and debate on a topic of significance.



Yazhou Zhoukan
亞洲週刊

The Paper
澎湃新闻网

Yazhou Zhoukan
亞洲週刊

Excellence in Opinion Writing Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Title of Entry:
The origin of Taiwan "Electoral Dictatorship", 
the phenomenon of DPP "New 
Authoritarianism".
台灣民選獨裁幕後綠營新威權主義現象

Journalist:
Tung Ching Feng
童清峰

Chinese

Honorable Mention
亞洲週刊
Yazhou Zhoukan



Yazhou Zhoukan
亞洲週刊

The Paper
澎湃新闻网

Yazhou Zhoukan
亞洲週刊

Excellence in Opinion Writing Chinese

Award for Excellence Honorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing Chinese

Title of Entry:
Why People Don't Like "Civilization Code“
人们为什么不喜欢“文明码”

Journalists:
Cheng Shicai, Xia Zhengyu, Chen Cai
程仕才、夏正玉、陈才

Judges’ Comments:
In a world where intrusive apps are almost a norm, 
the Paper makes a stand to say no, and succeeded in 
halting one. Congratulations!

Award for Excellence
澎湃新闻网
The Paper



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Sixth ToneHong Kong Free Press Philippine Daily Inquirer

Regional

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Title of Entry:
Hong Kong's protest movement in perspective

Journalist:
Stephen Vines

Regional

Honorable Mention
Hong Kong Free Press



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Sixth ToneHong Kong Free Press Philippine Daily Inquirer

Regional

Award for ExcellenceHonorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Title of Entry:
Legal Scholar He Haibo on the Overdue End of 
China’s ‘Custody and Education’ Program

Journalist:
He Haibo

Judges’ Comments:
The best opinion pieces educate as well as 
illuminate. He Haibo's encyclopedic yet eminently 
readable pieces peel back the veil that the political 
and cultural forces in China have pulled over 
prostitution, and how the harsh treatment of the 
accused ruins lives without stopping abuses in the 
sex trade.

Regional

Award for Excellence
Sixth Tone



Excellence in Opinion Writing

The Wall Street JournalBloomberg The Economist

Global

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Title of Entry:
The Economist's Chaguan column

Journalist:
David Rennie

Global

Honorable Mention
The Economist



Excellence in Opinion Writing

The Wall Street JournalBloomberg The Economist

Global

Award for Excellence Honorable Mention



Excellence in Opinion Writing

Title of Entry:
Why I'm Losing Hope in India

Journalist:
Andy Mukherjee

Judges’ Comments:
A masterclass in writing with authority about a 
subject close to the writer's heart, perfectly 
balancing conveying the facts while telling a very 
personal story. Eloquent and unflinching.

Global

Award for Excellence
Bloomberg



Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment

卓越环境报道奖

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
reporting on an environmental topic of significance.



Taiwan Public Television Service
Beijing Data Visualization Technology
北京数可视科技有限公司

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Title of Entry:
Solar Power Fueling Dreams of Riches
《天下雜誌》714期〈瘋狂光電發財夢〉

Journalists:
Kwang-Yin Liu, Kuo-Chen Lu, Yen-Cheng Su, 
Sophie Lin, Kai-Ting Tsao
劉光瑩、呂國禎、蘇彥誠、林綺薇、曹凱婷

Chinese

Honorable Mention
CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌



Taiwan Public Television Service
Beijing Data Visualization Technology
北京数可视科技有限公司

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌

Excellence in Reporting on the Environment Chinese

Award for ExcellenceHonorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment Chinese

Title of Entry:
Garbage Island: Taiwan's Endless Waste 
Dilemma
《垃圾滿島》台灣燒不盡的廢棄物困境

Journalists:
Kuan-Chi Cho, Li-Ping Yu, Dai-Ping Chang, 
Ting-Ni Wu, Yen-Ju Lin, Hsin-Ming Tseng, 
Po-Feng Chen
卓冠齊、于立平、張岱屏、吳亭霓、林燕如、
曾芯敏、陳柏逢

Judges’ Comments:
Very strong impact with attractive presentation. 
A story with rich content. 

Award for Excellence
Taiwan Public Television Service 



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

The World of ChineseEco-Business Sixth Tone

Regional

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Title of Entry:
The Fierce Debate Over Shanghai’s New Forest

Journalist:
Li You

Regional

Honorable Mention
Sixth Tone



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

The World of ChineseEco-Business Sixth Tone

Regional

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Title of Entry:
China's Hidden Rural Waste Crisis

Journalists:
Tina Xu, Jiacheng Li

Judges’ Comments:
Strong package with a compelling narrative 
supported by impactful visuals and carefully curated 
data that fleshes out the portraits of the individuals 
while also giving the story a global perspective.

Regional

Award for Excellence
The World of Chinese



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

VICE World NewsThe Economist The Washington Post

Global

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Title of Entry:
The Outlaw Sea

Journalist:
Dominic Ziegler

Global

Honorable Mention
The Economist



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

VICE World NewsThe Economist The Washington Post

Global

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence



Excellence in Reporting on the Environment 

Title of Entry:
How China is choking the Mekong 

Journalists:
Shibani Mahtani, Ore Huiying

Judges’ Comments:
Meticulously put together, combining old school 
boots-on-the-ground investigative journalism with 
video and photographs for a truly outstanding 
package.

Global

Award for Excellence
The Washington Post



Excellence in 
Photography
卓越摄影奖

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
feature photography.



Initium Media
端傳媒

HK01 
香港01有限公司

Initium Media
端傳媒

Excellence in Photography Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Photography Chinese

Title of Entry:
Wuhan's Spring
武漢之春

Journalist:
ZuoZuo

Honorable Mention
Initium Media
端傳媒



Excellence in Photography Chinese

Title of Entry:
Wuhan's Spring
武漢之春

Journalist:
ZuoZuo

Honorable Mention
Initium Media
端傳媒



Initium Media
端傳媒

HK01 
香港01有限公司

Initium Media
端傳媒

Excellence in Photography Chinese

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



Excellence in Photography Chinese

Title of Entry:
Protests and Trials in Hong Kong
抗爭與審判

Journalists:
Lam Chun Tung, Chan Cheuk Fai
林振東、陳焯煇

Judges’ Comments:
A series of photos full of tension. An excellent 
perspective of view!

Award for Excellence
Initium Media
端傳媒



Excellence in Photography Chinese

Title of Entry:
Protests and Trials in Hong Kong
抗爭與審判

Journalists:
Lam Chun Tung, Chan Cheuk Fai
林振東、陳焯煇

Judges’ Comments:
A series of photos full of tension. An excellent 
perspective of view!

Award for Excellence
Initium Media
端傳媒



Excellence in Photography

The World of ChinesePhilippine Daily Inquirer Sixth Tone

Regional

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Photography Regional

Title of Entry:
Of Ice and Men: The Thousand-Year Ice-fishing 
Tradition on Chagan Lake

Journalist:
Tina Xu

Honorable Mention
The World of Chinese



Excellence in Photography Regional

Title of Entry:
Of Ice and Men: The Thousand-Year Ice-fishing 
Tradition on Chagan Lake

Journalist:
Tina Xu

Honorable Mention
The World of Chinese



Excellence in Photography

The World of ChinesePhilippine Daily Inquirer Sixth Tone

Regional

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



Excellence in Photography Regional

Title of Entry:
Floating Life: China’s Flood Victims Pick Up the 
Pieces

Journalist:
Wu Huiyuan

Judges’ Comments:
Excellent series of pictures that depicts the 
devastation of the flood, the humdrum of life in its 
aftermath. Magnificent photos to show an awful 
situation.

Award for Excellence
Sixth Tone



Excellence in Photography Regional

Title of Entry:
Floating Life: China’s Flood Victims Pick Up the 
Pieces

Journalist:
Wu Huiyuan

Judges’ Comments:
Excellent series of pictures that depicts the 
devastation of the flood, the humdrum of life in its 
aftermath. Magnificent photos to show an awful 
situation.

Award for Excellence
Sixth Tone



Excellence in Photography

The New York TimesAgence France-Presse Getty Images

Global

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Photography Global

Title of Entry:
Adam Dean and Thailand Protests

Journalist:
Adam Dean

Honorable Mention
The New York Times



Excellence in Photography Global

Title of Entry:
Adam Dean and Thailand Protests

Journalist:
Adam Dean

Honorable Mention
The New York Times



Excellence in Photography

The New York TimesAgence France-Presse Getty Images

Global

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



Excellence in Photography Global

Title of Entry:
Wuhan: Coronavirus Ground Zero

Journalist:
Hector Retamal

Judges’ Comments:
This is what photography does that mere words 
cannot. The majority of us can only imagine what 
Covid looks like in Wuhan. Retamal’s photos show 
us exactly what it does.

Award for Excellence
Agence France-Presse



Excellence in Photography Global

Title of Entry:
Wuhan: Coronavirus Ground Zero

Journalist:
Hector Retamal

Judges’ Comments:
This is what photography does that mere words 
cannot. The majority of us can only imagine what 
Covid looks like in Wuhan. Retamal’s photos show 
us exactly what it does.

Award for Excellence
Agence France-Presse



The Scoop Award
独家新闻奖

Honoring the exclusive story that has a significant impact and 
is widely followed by competing news media.



FactWire
傳真社

Apple Daily 
蘋果日報

Business Today
今周刊

The Scoop Award Chinese

Honorable Mention



The Scoop Award

Title of Entry:
Police: Crowd flees before CID arrives; 7/21 
footage from FactWire shows riot police 
allowed “White Shirts” to drive away
警：CID未到群眾已走傳真社721片段顯示防
暴警讓路予白衣人駕車離開

Journalists:
FactWire Investigation Team 
傳真社記者

Chinese

Honorable Mention
FactWire
傳真社



FactWire
傳真社

Apple Daily 
蘋果日報

Business Today
今周刊

The Scoop Award Chinese

Honorable MentionAward for Excellence



The Scoop Award Chinese

Title of Entry:
GFS conducted surveillance on speedboat of 12 
fleeing Hongkongers under police order
飛行服務隊兩度出動疑追蹤12人快艇「不知
情」說法揭警謊

Journalists:
Apple Investigation Team
蘋果調查組

Judges’ Comments:
This piece used various reporting methods, 
reconstructing the events and revealed evidence 
that confronts the police's statements. A great 
example of investigative reporting and of an 
impactful scoop.

Award for Excellence
Apple Daily 
蘋果日報



The Scoop Award

The Wall Street JournalFinancial Times The Associated Press

Global/Regional

Honorable Mention



The Scoop Award

Title of Entry:
Wirecard: Germany’s fintech giant that turned 
out to be a fraud

Journalists:
Stefania Palma, Dan McCrum, Olaf Storbeck, 
John Reed

Honorable Mention
Financial Times

Global/Regional



The Scoop Award

The Wall Street JournalThe Associated Press

Global/Regional

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence
Financial Times



The Scoop Award

Title of Entry:
China Confronts COVID-19

Journalists:
Dake Kang and colleagues

Judges’ Comments:
No story was more important in 2020 than the 
coronavirus outbreak. And no outlet did a better job 
than the Associated Press in uncovering the early 
missteps that led to a global pandemic that killed 
millions.

Award for Excellence
The Associated Press

Global/Regional



Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting
卓越调查报道奖

Honoring the publication that through the use of its 
journalistic resources, which as well as reporting may include 
editorials, photographs and graphics, serves to advance the 

public interest on a topic of significance.



The Reporter
報導者

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌

The Reporter
報導者

Excellence in Investigative Reporting Chinese

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Title of Entry:
Solar Power Fueling Dreams of Riches
《天下雜誌》714期〈瘋狂光電發財夢〉

Journalists:
Kwang-Yin Liu, Kuo-Chen Lu, Yen-Cheng Su, 
Sophie Lin, Kai-Ting Tsao
劉光瑩、呂國禎、蘇彥誠、林綺薇、曹凱婷

Chinese

Honorable Mention
CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌



The Reporter
報導者

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌

The Reporter
報導者

Excellence in Investigative Reporting Chinese

Award for ExcellenceHonorable Mention



Excellence in Investigative Reporting Chinese

Title of Entry:
Drug Lords, Death Row Prisoners, Drug Addicts: 
Taiwanese’s Long March in Asia’s Illegal Drug 
Trade 
安毒幽靈──毒梟、死囚、施用者，台灣人在
亞洲的毒品「長征」

Journalists:
Sherry Hsueh-Li Lee, Will Chih-Chiang Yang, 
Te-Lien Kung, Tzu-lei Yang, Chih-Wei You
李雪莉、楊智強、孔德廉、楊子磊、余志偉

Judges’ Comments:
Revealing details about the latest change in drug 
smuggling in Asia and why Taiwan has played a 
significant role.

Award for Excellence
The Reporter
報導者



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Sixth ToneSixth Tone

Regional

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence
Frontier Myanmar



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Title of Entry:
Shining light on Shwe Kokko

Journalists:
Naw Betty Han and Andrew Nachemson

Regional

Honorable Mention
Frontier Myanmar



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Sixth ToneSixth Tone

Regional

Honorable Mention Award for Excellence
Frontier Myanmar



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Title of Entry:
Inside China’s Black Market for Foster Children

Journalists:
Zhang Wanqing and Dominic Morgan

Judges’ Comments:
Zhang Wanqing and Dominic Morgan demonstrate 
initiative and nerve in this investigation into a 
shocking aspect of modern China. Deeply-
researched and engaging, their piece powerfully 
highlights the stakes involved in authorities turning 
a blind eye to the exploitation of vulnerable 
children.

Regional

Award for Excellence
Sixth Tone



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

The Wall Street Journal
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, 
Malaysiakini, The Asahi Shimbun, BuzzFeed News and 
more than 100 other media partners around the world

The Associated Press

Global

Honorable Mention



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Title of Entry:
The FinCEN Files

Journalists:
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, 
Malaysiakini, The Asahi Shimbun, BuzzFeed News 
and more than 100 other media partners around the 
world

Global

Honorable Mention
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, 
Malaysiakini, The Asahi Shimbun, BuzzFeed News and 
more than 100 other media partners around the world



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

The Wall Street Journal
International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, 
Malaysiakini, The Asahi Shimbun, BuzzFeed News and 
more than 100 other media partners around the world

The Associated Press

Global

Award for ExcellenceHonorable Mention



Excellence in Investigative Reporting

Title of Entry:
Fruits of Labor

Journalists:
Margie Mason and Robin McDowell

Judges’ Comments:
In its stunning two-year investigation, the 
Associated Press exposed ongoing massive labor 
exploitation in the palm oil industry in Indonesia 
and Malaysia - that is supported by international 
banks and businesses. Palm oil from one of the 
largest producers was blocked by U.S. officials 
shortly after the AP stories appeared.

Global

Award for Excellence
The Associated Press



SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism
亚洲出版业协会公共服务新闻大奖

The SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism recognizes 
outstanding journalistic work in print, photography, video, or 

online media that represents an exemplary contribution to 
public service in the Asia-Pacific region.



Radio Television Hong Kong
香港電台

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌 Malaysiakini

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism

Award for Excellence



Title of Entry:
Hong Kong Connection:7.21 Who owns the 
Truth
鏗鏘集: 7.21誰主真相

Journalists: 
Executive Producer : Paul Lee
Producer : Bao Choy, Sze-sze Cheng,

Flora Yeung, Judy Chan
監製: 李賢哲
編導: 蔡玉玲，鄭思思，楊月芬，陳婉蓉

Judges’ Comments:
Excellent use of public information and private CCTV 
records to reconstruct events of the 7.21 Yuen Long 
Attack in Hong Kong. Meticulous investigative 
forensic work that uncovered essential information 
to serve the public's right to know.

Award for Excellence
Radio Television Hong Kong
香港電台

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism



Awards Winners



Please find us on Twitter: 
@sopasia #SOPAwards2021


